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THE ENGLISH BIBLE: ITS PLACE IN THE 
SEMINARY. 

By Fred. L. Sigmund, A. M., 

Union Bib. Seminary, Dayton, O. 

The first preachers of the Gospel presented it to mankind 
dissociated from any other agency than the oral word, which 
was verified by the presence of supernatural tokens. As 
time passed, and these accompanying features of the Apostolic 
age were no longer present, the written word, as contained in 
the Greek and Hebrew Scriptures, began to secure more pro- 
minence and authority, and was made the court of final ap- 
peal in the controversies with error. As the nations began to 
receive Christianity, and the Roman Empire was broken up, 
vernacular translations appeared, and the original Scriptures, 
while retaining their former hold among the more educated 
classes, gradually gave way to the numerous versions which 
took their place with the masses. 

Our English Bible is a result of this activity. It is the 
product of numerous previous translations, and exhibits to us 
the best results which were attained up to the beginning of 
the seventeenth century. Its efficiency in the transmission of 
the sense of Scripture is demonstrated by the hold it has 
secured and retained upon the English-speaking races, even 
in spite of a most scholarly attempt to supplant it by a 
superior version. 

What relation, in view of this fact, should the English 
Bible sustain to him who is in preparation for the Gospel 
ministry? 

That it should sustain an important relation will be readily 
acknowledged. Where else can the preacher find a common 
ground upon which he and his people can stand in the deter- 
mination of Divine truth? To it must he refer them for the 
facts and conditions of salvation ; to it must he direct their 
minds for consolation or encouragement ; from it, directly or 
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indirectly, must he derive every argument for exhortation 
and entreaty. It is to a large extent his guide and chart, his 
store-house for supplies of instruction, his source of strength 
for the duties of his calling. Its value may be appreciated 
when we consider what a loss would be experienced should it 
be removed. To a great extent our knowledge of sacred his- 
tory, of the relations and contents of the books, our acquaint- 
ance with some of the choicest passages in the Word of God, 
would be lost to the reader of the Bible, and to a great extent 
would pass away from the preacher, should our common 
translation be removed. 

In the last few years the laity has awakened to a sense of 
its worth. A revived interest in the study of the English 
Bible has appeared in the land. Organizations, having this 
purpose in view, have started into being. Plans of study have 
been adopted and followed. The contents and meaning of 
the Bible have been subjected to an investigation by a much 
larger proportion of Christians than heretofore. It is not a 
mere cursory glance which the Church is now giving to the 
Word of God. Better methods and deeper investigations 
characterize the present stage of development. This work, 
especially among the younger class of Christians, will bear 
fruit. If the Church of the future is not to be more 
thoroughly indoctrinated in the Divine Word, and less 
burdened with the accretions of an unbiblical Christianity, it 
will be only because other forces counteract the good influence 
of the present movement. 

Because of this increased activity among the laity of the 
Church in the present day, — in view of the multitude of in- 
stances in which the minister is called upon to use the Eng- 
lish Bible only, — the question has been raised whether there 
is such training of the student as will prepare the young 
preacher to perform this part of his ministerial duties with 
reasonable efficiency. Suppose he were asked to explain the 
Scripture doctrine of faith, conversion or sanctification, while 
he may be able to give clearly the theological definitions of 
these terms, and may also be able to present proof passages to 
substantiate his position, yet the selection and proper hand- 
ling of these references, the explanation of their difficulties, 
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and the urging of their truth upon the mind of the inquirer, 
are just as important, but rarely so well performed, as this 
more theoretical part. When passages which contain difficul- 
ties and peculiarities due to translation, or which ought to be 
well known to the minister, but with which he is not familiar, 
are presented to him, he is liable to fail in showing such ac- 
quaintance with his Bible as the years of training through 
which he has passed would warrant his parishioners in ex- 
pecting. Often laymen, whose business does not admit of 
exclusive study, are better students, showing a more extensive 
acquaintance with the Bible, and are able to perform the 
work of presenting and explaining Gospel truth more success- 
fully than theological students, and frequently than active 
pastors. There are hundreds of humble laymen who are 
doing good work along this line whose training is limited 
entirely to the English Bible. While the preacher is expected 
to be versed in Hebrew and Greek — recent scholarship makes 
it even more important than ever before, — yet to all intents 
and purposes his text-book is the common version of the 
Scriptures ! Where he uses the original once, the translation 
is needed a dozen times. If, then, this Book is so important 
in the minister's labors, does it not seem that in some way the 
seminaries should try to fit their students for a practical use 
of the Bible as well as for an intelligent explanation and en- 
forcement of the truth ? 

A further question suggests itself as to how the remedies 
shall be applied. Several courses are open to consideration. 
The change may be attempted by advice and suggestions as 
to study, or by a systematic course of study and recitation, in 
which the whole needed improvements may be compassed. 
We believe that the study of the English Bible should (1) be 
made a part of the course of study in the seminary. Not only let 
it be referred to in the study of Biblical Geography and 
Archaeology, not only in Greek and Hebrew Exegesis, not 
only in Systematic Divinity, to furnish proof-texts for a sys- 
tem ; but also, independently, let it be accorded a place pro- 
portionate to the importance which it is to have in the work 
of the ministry. In Isagogics, especially, an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the books of the Bible should be formed. 
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Why should there be so much study about a book, when the 
book itself is not investigated ? Why should there be, for ex- 
ample, the study of the outline and argument of an epistle, ac- 
cording to some writer, when his exposition is not to be mea- 
sured by a perusal and study of the epistle itself as we have 
it? In view of its utility in the future, the practical exposi- 
tion of passages of Scripture would be an admirable exercise. 
The best methods for the pulpit and prayer-meeting, for the 
explanation of Scripture in the Sunday school and catechetical 
class, — how much need there is of advice and training in 
these lines to the inexperienced student in entering upon a 
work, for whose proper performance the ripest experience 
will not be found useless. The training in dealing with all 
classes of inquirers and objectors would be most useful to him 
who would be ready always to give a reason not only for the 
hope that is in him, but also to give a proof of that which he 
preaches. Therefore, in the study of lines of thought pur- 
sued in at least the principal books of the Bible, and in the 
study of Bible truth topically, so as to be able to explain it 
intelligently from the pulpit, in the Sunday school, to the 
catechumens, and to the inquirer and skeptic, it would seem 
to be a great assistance to the student if systematic study of 
the English Bible be pursued in the seminary. These facts 
cannot be satisfactorily gained without a living teacher. 
They are part of that knowledge which must be secured, if at 
all, by a free interchange of thought, such as is to be found 
only in the class-room. 

This work need not occupy a great proportion of the hours 
of recitation, however much of the students' time may be oc- 
cupied in preparation. Still, in addition to the work assigned 
for recitation, it would be an excellent plan (2) to map out a 
certain amount of work to be done collaterally. Its very simplic- 
ity may seem to make it unnecessary, but there is not one 
student in ten, except possibly those who have pursued the 
same course in college, who will be able to stand a rigid ex- 
amination on it. And it is given because lay Christians can 
master, and have mastered, it. Let the student be required 
to know the names of the books of the Bible in their order, 
with their classes and authors, where known, let them be ex- 
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pected to read the entire English Bible during the course, to 
give a more or less comprehensive outline of the principal 
books, and to commit to memory much Scripture for doctrinal 
and devotional purposes. Among our forefathers a close ac- 
quaintance with Scripture was insisted upon, but in the 
multiplicity of books in our day this has to a great extent 
been lost sight of. 

In order that this work may be done, and not passed over 
lightly, an examination of the graduates upon all the points 
considered, both in recitation and in collateral study, ought to 
be required. Why should they be examined in the various 
branches of theology, when that upon which all theology is 
based, and from which it is to be expounded, is a closed 
book? If a place be given to the English Bible, the student 
will not only know the truth, but will be able to know it in 
its foundation and source ! It will not be said of the theologi- 
cal seminaries, as has been remarked, that they are "not 
only behind the age but behind the ages;" but rather those 
shall go forth to minister in spiritual things who by combining 
theory and practice shall be ' ' complete, completely furnished 
unto all good works." 



